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 A fabulous, full-day 

Early Learning & 
Child Care Centre 
 is about to bloom at Port Dover’s
 Lakewood Elementary

 Register Now: 
 1 888 574-9344
 Good things are 
 growing here!

Learn more:
todaysfamily.ca

COUNCILLOR John Wells has asked why 
Norfolk County removed the unauthor-
ized stop logs at Misner Dam that briefl y 
raised the water level of Silver Lake.

No one has taken responsibility for 
placing logs in the dam’s sluiceway in June. 

Water backed up at the dam. Silver 
Lake gradually looked more like it did be-
fore the county removed the dam’s logs in 
2009 as a safety precaution.

“It was perfect and it was done without 
a consultant,” Coun. Wells told a county 
meeting on August 18.

The Port Dover councillor said he was 
confused about why the county replaced 
the logs, starting on July 7.

Norfolk says it does not own the dam. 
So why take out the stop logs? Coun. Wells 
asked.

Coun. Wells wondered aloud if it would 
have been better to leave the logs in and 
ask senior levels of government and the 
Ministry of Natural Resources for advice 
on what to do.

“We should have called and said what 
do you want us to do so they would have 
shared responsibility with us,” Coun. Wells 
said.

But county council is on record having 
approved lowering the lake’s water level 
to one metre below its 2009 level, replied 
Eric D’Hondt, the county’s retiring general 

manager of public works and environmen-
tal services.

An engineer also approved lowering 
the lake to reduce liability, Mr. D’Hondt 
said.

Staff  consulted with Mayor Charlie 
Luke, County Manager Keith Robicheau 
and the Ministry of Natural Resources be-
fore removing the unauthorized stop logs, 
Mr. D’Hondt added.

The ministry supported removing the 
logs, he said.

After the meeting, Coun. Wells said he 
understood Mr. D’Hondt’s answer.

He added: “It doesn’t make me feel any 
better.”

SOUTH Coast Jazz will re-
turn to the Port Dover arena 
same time next year.

The August 15 event was 
a success, organizer Juli-
ann Kuchocki told a county 
meeting last Tuesday.

Six hundred tickets for 
the evening featuring singer 
Holly Cole sold out.

Day performances, fea-
turing young talents, sold 
400 tickets.

Music continued at Burn-
ing Kiln winery on Aug. 16.

“I think Norfolk County 
is going to be the next hot 
spot,” Ms. Kuchocki pre-
dicted.

It was the second year for 
the for-profit event.

South Coast Jazz “rocket-
ed” from its 2014 beginning 
at Burning Kiln winery, Ms. 
Kuchocki said.

Ms. Kuchocki said she 
must decide whether to 
change to a non-profit event, 
which would be eligible for 
government grants.

Ms. Kuchocki asked if  
Norfolk County would be in-
terested in becoming a part-
ner.

Charlotteville Coun. Jim 
Oliver advised Ms. Kuchocki 
to continue her formula for 
success.

The county is good at 
some things but it might not 
be good at running South 
Coast Jazz in the way Ms. 
Kuchocki has, Coun. Oliver 
said.

Jazz at the Port Dover 
arena was terrific, he said.

The arena was essentially 
filled and the entertainment 
was second to none, he said.

County councillors took 

no action on Ms. Kuchocki’s 
request that they waive the 
arena’s $1,100 rental fee.

The arena was a good 
venue and the sound was 
better than anticipated, she 
said.

In an interview, Port Do-
ver Coun. John Wells said he 
supports the county promot-
ing South Coast Jazz but not 
adding another cost for local 
taxpayers.

Juliann Kuchocki organized the successful South Coast Jazz event at Port Dover Arena 
that was attended by over 1,000 people during the afternoon and evening performances.
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South Coast Jazz set
to return next year

Coun. Wells asked why
Norfolk County removed
stop logs at Misner Dam

Stop logs placed by an anonymous person 
or group were removed earlier this sum-
mer by Norfolk County.


